



 

 

Dear Refs, 

We’re almost in October and I feel a little guilty that I'm not communicating with you as 

frequently as I used to. 

We’re at a point of the pandemic that reflects both a paradox in logic and a pinnacle of 

frustration at the country's inability to resolve (or even consistently address) the 

COVID-19 crisis.  On the one hand, I too am completely over working from home and 

want to get back to eating at restaurants, going to movies, and working games at the 

Sports Center…without a fabric whistle condom or electronic bird caller. 

I definitely don’t want to return to a game riddled with senseless alterations to the rules 

or our routine; such as a coin toss replacing the jump ball that some states are 

implementing.  That is simply all kinds of stupid. 

On the other hand, COVID cases are rising again and they will elevate for a 2nd wave 

because science remains a bitch.  No amount of wishing, praying, or stubbornness will 

reverse America’s course towards over 10M COVID-19 infections and 300,000 lives lost 

by the end of the year.  The fact that we’ve grown so callous to such humongous 

numbers is quite frankly depressing. 

 

I believe that to resume playing now would be hypocritical towards the last six months of 

emphasizing safety, even though our half-assed approach accomplished relatively little.  

Or, alternatively, it’s downright resignation to our failure as a country to beat this virus.  

When given the choice between being a hypocrite or a quitter, I’m not rushing to make 

my selection.  

 

Through September (obviously) and for the month of October, the likelihood of Ref 

Union assigning any basketball in California remains incredibly slim. Though I’ve been 



approached with the prospects of assigning an under-the-radar event, I declined. Again, 

I need to be able to justify acting in defiance of the last six months of sacrifice; a bright 

line that I could follow, instead of wrestling with moral ambiguity.  The only bright line I 

can think of is the law itself.   

 

Once it is legal to host youth sporting competitive events, I will be onboard with 

assigning them and leave it up to you to decide whether you want to work them.  

If I have to keep the event hush-hush, then I don’t want to be associated with it. 

If I can’t promote it, I won’t assign it. 

 

If you’re wondering what I’ve been doing in the meantime, I’ve actually started pivoting 

towards making use of my law degree. I’m working on a civil rights complaint right now 

for a member of our union, a harrowing responsibility that has given me fits but likewise 

provided motivation for getting up in the morning. 

That’s really what it’s about.  From what you guys have told me, nobody is truly 

struggling with money — thank God for that.  It’s the finding of purpose if we’re still 

among the unemployed wherein lies the bulk of our stress; wondering how to map out 

the next week, month, and year of our lives. 

 

If any of you need any paralegal work done, let me know and I’d be happy to help.  

While I’m not licensed yet to give legal advice nor represent anybody in court, my 

writing prowess can be at your service. 

 

Furthermore if this shutdown has prompted any of you to have discovered new passions  

that you’d like to share with the group — next month and next month only, I can include 

you in a special newsletter wherein you can tout your personal business or whatever it 

is that you do when you’re not running the courts or taking the field.  

 

Since we still may not have sports back for a few more months, I will allow Ref Union 

channels to be used for promotion of our ref’s other areas of expertise. 



A fun networking opportunity to support businesses run by fellow referees. 

Just e-mail me what you’d like to me to write. 

 

Until then, please continue to stay safe and stay sane. 

 

Cheers and well wishes, 

Chris Balasinski 

Ref Union Head Representative


