



 

 

Dear Refs, 

I don’t know about you but to turn on the TV and see NBA basketball again feels 
sooooo good.  It fills me with hope.  We gotta chase that feeling.  
 
Unfortunately, a few clicks away on any major news outlet, the world still appears 
to be ripping at the seams.  You can take the glass-half-full outlook that perhaps 
our COVID death numbers are plateauing and can finally begin a descent.  
However, the cynic in me believes in overall American stupidity that will 
eventually spark the whole cycle up again.  Our union is still taking a measured 
approach to returning to action — half by choice, half by local government 
ordinance.  New youth, high school, and college sports postponements are being 
released on a weekly basis.  There are a few small “underground” events skirting 
the law and playing games here and there.  However, we’re not interested in 
black market basketball or flag football and would likewise discourage you from 
participating.  Our efforts throughout the last few years were to establish 
grassroots officiating as a legitimate operation.  We break no laws, we don’t 

operate under the table or in the shadows like some rats looking for 

crumbs.  Suffice it to say:  we will not be assigning any basketball for August 
2020.  In a month I’ll probably be telling you the same thing for September. 
 
On the plus side, we are pivoting towards more content creation and focusing our 
marketing channels towards East Coast states, many of which are attempting to 
restart sports.  The message of fighting for good pay through collective 
bargaining is too good to keep to ourselves; we have to share it with referees 
everywhere!  I am also committed to finding us a referee to interview inside the 
NBA bubble so that he can give us a 1st hand glimpse of the league’s relaunch. 



Major administrative update:  I have received word that Payable will finally be 
going offline on August 15th.  Your records of all games worked and your 1099s 
from years past will be permanently deleted from their servers.  You have a little 
under two weeks to log in, download them, transfer them, copy/paste them, or 
however you want to archive your work history.  (payable.com) 
If you don’t know what I’m talking about, then don’t worry about it.  We will 
meanwhile be looking for an alternative bookkeeping system/app for 2021. 
 
Until next time, keep your TV tuned to ESPN and TNT and remember that good 
times lay ahead even if it might be in the distant future. 

Cheers and well wishes, 

 
Chris Balasinski 
Ref Union Head Representative

http://payable.com

