



 

 

Dear Refs, 

After careful consideration, I have decided not to assign any league or 

tournament games in June 2020, even if the opportunity were to present itself.  

While the country is opening up and we can start feeling optimistic about 

basketball coming back, there are still many things that give me pause before I’d 

consider flipping the switch and piling you back into the Sports Center.  Namely, 

there is still a huge risk that by opening too fast, a second wave of COVID-19 

could hit us harder and faster than the first. The warmer summer weather is 

keeping the virus at bay but we won’t know whether we have it truly under control 

until the Fall.  This is not fear mongering or politics; this is just a fact, ergo, I do 

not see a need to rush back. 

 

The opinion I expressed last week to our members was that the programs 

jumping out of their shoes to get a league started right away are doing so out of 

perverse desperation.  This extended work stoppage has done a lot damage to 

the business of grassroots basketball and a lot of the smaller operations are in 

really rough financial shape. The more established programs, however, are in no 

such hurry as they have been able to temper the fallout through loans and other 

streams of income.  Some, like Open Gym Premier, are easing back into 

business by recently opening their doors to 1-on-1 workouts.  However, they still 

have not put forth any date for when large-scale events might get started. 

 

We should be patient and observe how other industries are faring before jumping 

back into work.  Restaurants, small shops, salons, and other businesses are 

easing into things operating at 50% or smaller capacity.  If their customers and 



workers suffer no sudden spike in COVID-19 infections by mid-June, then I would 

feel far more comfortable in sending out assignments for July, if our clients 

choose to resume at that time.  We are not going to rush them because there is 

absolutely no financial incentive for us to do so.  The CARES Act has 

guaranteed us a solid bonus to our regular unemployment benefits through the 

end of July.  Very few of us can make over $600 a week officiating recreational 

sports on a consistent basis, therefore why sacrifice that steady income 

prematurely for the sake of programs that may not afford or be able to prep their 

facilities in a way that would keep us safe.  

 

However damaging this pandemic has proven in the aggregate, it’s only been 

three months since we stopped working.  That is the equivalent of only one off-

season, not nearly as bad as we thought it could have been.  There is light at the 

end of the tunnel and we can look forward to coming back to work, but I urge all 

of you to continue playing it safe, smart, savvy and slow.    

Treat basketball as a long-term business instead of a short-term hustle. 

Cheers and well wishes, 

Chris Balasinski 
Ref Union Head Representative 


