



 
 
Dear Refs, 

Here are some more news concerning our everyday lives: 

Unemployment Checks 

Still waiting on that unemployment check (debit card)?  Yeah...me too.  However, 
the phone lines are finally starting to relax.  Although it took me two hours over 
the course of the afternoon, I was able to reach a human representative at EDD 
three times yesterday!  

Unfortunately some of these call center reps aren't the most 
knowledgeable about the rules of unemployment.  Talking to a few of them made 
me feel like they were reassigned from an In&Out drive-thru.  However, the more 
experienced ones are super helpful and quite knowledgeable about the process.  
And like me, if they don't know the answer, they won't bullshit you, they will 
research the matter and they do call back! 

The number to call from 8am - 8pm everyday is: 833-978-2511 

Remember that you're not alone.  One statistic showed that almost half of people 
that have applied since March still have not received their benefits.  A lot of 
people are continuing to wait and wait and wait for their claims to be processed 
amidst technical glitches or just the logjam of over 1M claims just in Los Angeles 
county alone!   Don't give up hope. 



Ref Union Cares Update 

To really drive home the reality of the jobless situation, I have to regretfully report 
that the Ref Union Cares fund is TAPPED OUT.   Between all of the assignors 

participating in the program, we have loaned out over $20,000 to referees in 
need.  There has been a spike in requests recently because of the delays in 
unemployment benefits coming through the pipeline. 

While we are still open to contributions, in case any of you have some money 
lying around, the recent bump to $10K will be the last time I increase our donor 
limit.    Games might be on the horizon but it will still be a really long time until 
consistent work opportunities will be available for referees to pay back their 
loans.  I do not want to create a fund so massive as to create delays in paying 
back our contributors within a timely manner. 

If you are a loan recipient and are able to pay it back sooner than expected, 
please DO NOT do so through the GoFundMe campaign because that will incur 
an additional transaction fee.  Contact me directly about getting your loan settled. 

Leagues Restarting 

Yesterday I was briefed on two leagues looking to restart their operations by mid-
June.  The first is a flag football league in San Diego and the other is ...I'm not 
even joking....The Summer Escape Basketball League in Corona (please see 
attachment).  They want to start practice on June 1st and have the games begin 
on June 11th. 

Personally, I think that's incredibly premature.  Or rather...my initial thoughts 
were:  "that is pretty f*cking stupid." 

Don't get me wrong: I am happy that we might get back to work soon.  However I 
would not be comfortable assigning anything until at least July.  Let's have June 

http://www.gofundme.com/refunion


be the "wait and see" month.  The coronavirus takes a few weeks to incubate and 
show effect.  If there is no spike in June, I'd say we should get ready to go to 
work in July.  Anything earlier would be a decision based on greed and rush to be 
the first back on the market.  It is a little too reckless for my tastes.  One more 
month in the long run is not going to make a difference.  Getting even one person 
sick (God forbid fatally) is not something I want on my conscience.  

Silbo 

We have published a new article online!  Go to RefUnion.net/silbo to read about 
a dangerous new app permeating along the East Coast that essentially treats 
referees as if they're Uber drivers.  Is that the new state of our industry?  Not if 
we can help it. 

I will be in Arizona for a lake trip over Memorial Day Weekend.  Thinking back, it 
will be the first Memorial Day in several years where I'm not in a hot stinky gym 
working or observing basketball.  I can't really say that's a bad thing… 

I'll be in touch if any additional news comes up. 

Cheers and well wishes, 

Chris Balasinski 
Ref Union 

https://getyarn.io/yarn-clip/95bf1038-62a9-4a51-af43-9aa1ba6fd355
http://refunion.net/silbo

